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Introduction: Cities Northern

Netherlands - EU office
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Cities Northern Netherlands — EU Office NORTHERN

The joint representation of Assen, Emmen, Groningen and NETHERLANDS

Leeuwarden in Brussels

Leeuwarden
Groningen
Assen

What are we?A collaboration between four cities (NG4) “—

A network organization

Not a legal entity

The bridge between the Northern Netherlands and
Brussels/Europe




The EU-Office

Pieter Faber

Head of EU Office
p.faber@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

Angeéle Liaigre
Senior EU Project Advisor
a.liaigre@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu
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Ingeborg Bennink Fmmen

EU Project Advisor
i.bennink@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

Intern




Northern Netherlands in numbers

1.8 million inhabitants

1 University

3 HBOs

190-260 inhabitants/km?

Aantal inwoners per km?

Bl 23 - 250
250- 500
I 500 - 1.000

B 1.000 - 2.500
I 2.500-6.901

—— Provincies

Groningen

Leeuwarden
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Knowledge institutions

Vocational
education
(MBO)

Terra
(Groningen,
Assen,
Emmen)

Alfa College
(Groningen,
Assen)

Universities of
Applied
Science (HBO)

De Hanze
(Groningen,
Leeuwarden &
Assen)

NHL Stenden /
Thorbecke
Academie (All
Cities)

Universities

(WO)

University of
Groningen
(Groningen &
Leeuwarden)
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Areas of expertise include (but
are not limited to) — safety and
security, energy,
green/sustainable/circular
economy and EU studies.




Our Campuses: The triple Helix in practice

Greenwise Campus (Emmen)

Safety campus (Assen)

Water Campus (Leeuwarden)
Healthy Ageing Campus (Groningen)
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52% UNDER 35 CAMPUS

of the Netherlands VEARS OLD of the Netherlands




Focus of Groningen

Green Transition Healthy transition Circular transition

From a linear to a circular
economy

From care to (positive)
health

From fossil to
renewable energy
Innovation in the field of
hydrogen

Digitization

Skills / Human Capital

Participation / Democratization
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Projecten NERTERRN
NETHERLANDS
Green transition Healthy transition Economically strong Labiiiaiden
Groningen
Assen
- Emmen
Energy transition Prevention Waste-free 2030
Green hydrogen Healthy and safe Use of residual flows
economy food
Making mobility Innovative
more sustainable ecosystems




Look, that's the beauty of Leeuwarden!
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EUROPEAN CULTURAL

CAPITAL 2018

127,000
INHABI-
TANTS

EINALIST
EUROPEAN
YOUTH CAPITAL

DAIRY CAMPUS

INNOVATION &

WATER
CAMPUS

2.5 MLN

VISITO RS PER YEAR

2028

BIODIVERSITY



Focus of Leeuwarden

Green-Blue
Leeuwarden

Climate adaptation,

biodiversity and
ecology

Energy transition
Circular economy

Good life in
Leeuwarden

Sustainable mobility
and inviting people to
exercise

Good life in
Leeuwarden East

Digitization

Human Capital

Citizen Participation

Economically
strong Leeuwarden

City as Campus,
Innovation, Companies of
the future

(Cultural) tourism
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Projects NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
Green-Blue Living well Economically strong L
Groningen
Assen
Emmen
Energy transition Spoordok City as Campus
Biodiversity and Culture as a Companies of the
climate binding agent future
(adaptation)
Tree planting European Youth Quiality tourism
Capital
Agricultural
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HAVENKWARTIER .
CAPITAL OF SECU erom INDUSTRY 10 STUDENT CITY ON

~ DRENTHE A RESIDENTIAL THE RISE




Focus of Assen

Urban (area)
development

Energy
transition

Development
assignment
Havenkwartier
Housing policy task
Circular economy

Preservation

- housing stock

- Asser economy

- own organization
Energy system of the
future

Sustainability

Economic Development

Innovation & Digitalization
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Social and inclusive Assen
society Emmen

Well-being of residents
Neighbourhood-
oriented approach
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Projects NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
Energy transition Stedelijke (gebieds-) Social and inclusive T
ontwikkeling society Groningen
Assen
Redevelopment of Data-dri I Fmmen
i ata-driven policy
Energieloketten the Havgnkwartier development
silo Neighbourhood
Energy-neutral approaches
business parks Housing concepts
Digital accessibility

Social real estate
project

Bronnenstrategie



Tj = THE B|GGEST

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR oF
THE NNL

110000 4 MUNICIPALITY

INHABITANTS OF THE, NETHERLANDS

GREENWISE CIRCULAIRE

CAMPUS

ECONOMY

HYDRO
GEN
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Circular Economy /
Green Chemistry

From a linear to a
circular economy
Leveraging new
technologies
Further expand
and strengthen the
leading position of
Emmen on circular
plastics

Focus of Emmen

Energy
(broaden)

Innovation in the
field of hydrogen
Generating
sustainable energy
locally

Making industry
more sustainable
Grid congestion as
a major challenge

Urban development
(active continuation)

Transforming city
centre and
Rensenpark

Link with circular
plastics and the
manufacturing
industry

Digitization

Knowledge development

Mobility
(explore)

Sustainable Urban
Mobility Plan
(SUMP)

Continuing smart
and green mobility
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Climate adaptation
(explore)

Drenthe involved
in the Climate
Mission

Greening industry,

urban
development and
soll




Folie 17

PPO Volgens mij zou dit eruit en wil Emmen zit focussen op veiligheid/paraatheid (het aankomende project over het gebruik van

lokale energie zou hier een voorbeeld van kunnen zijn?)
Pieter Plantinga; 2025-11-05T11:08:23.018
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Projects NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
Energy transition Smart and green Ll
mobility Groningen
Assen
Emmen
Hydrogen/GZI next Groene chemie & Mobility concepts for
bio-based industrie the transport sector

Diversification of Circular plastics

sources
Most innovative
Cross-border smart Greenwise campus corridor in Europe
grid



The origin of Cities Northern Netherlands

Development since 2015
In response to:
o European policy that increasingly determines and offers opportunities
o Valuable but complex European projects
o Limited capacity in individual cities
o  Existing representation was not sufficient
A joint EU office in Brussels was the solution
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A unique work structure

80% of our work goes to the individual agendas of the four
cities
o  Each city sets out its own priorities, which are updated
every year and published in a "focus document®

20% of our time is spent on the strategic agenda (updated
every five years)
o  Afocus, for example, on 'Small and Medium-sized Cities'
(SMC) and providing general knowledge about European
affairs within the municipal administration

Our contact points at the cities:
o Board of 4 vice majors and 4 municipal secretaries:
formal principle
o 1 EU Coordinator and 1 Project Advisor in each city: our
main point of contact for EU projects
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Focus areas of the NG4 NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS

Energy Transition Culture Leeuwarden

e Smart integrated systems « Social impact of tourism i;g:;ngen
* Hydrogen * Sustainable water tourism & Emmen

* Cultural heritage

Circular Economy Climate Adaptation and Biodiversity
e Circular constructions e Improvement of existing
e Circular water systems (AN greenery
e Circular (bio) plastic/textile C 7 ) e Useless asphalt and soil
sealing

R Overarching Themes
e Sustainable urban mobility
e Role of young people

> Witoenn begsides e Security and defence
e New mobility services 5 Bl e

e Affordable housing



Our method

ATTENTION
You need to create attention so that potential partners

can find you.
Positioning, profiling, networking and events.

KNOWLEDGE

Through international cooperation, you can increase
your own knowledge.

Sharing, developing and replicating knowledge.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT & POLICY INFLUENCING

We then link innovative projects to specific European
programmes.

We put together the right coalitions to effectively guide

European policy.
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Why the EU Office works
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Goal- and
priority-
oriented

Own
perspective

Taking
advantage of

opportunities

Short lines

Contact EC

@
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NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
o A focused connection to European programmes  Leeuwarden
and policies based on the needs of our cities Groningen
Assen
Emmen

e From an urban and economic perspective

® Responding more quickly to opportunities from
European programmes and policies

e Short lines of communication with other regional
and urban EU offices and EU networks

e Direct contacts with the European Commission
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QOur core tasks NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS

Leeuwarden
Groningen
Assen
Emmen

Positioning van de NG4

Based on the individual European agendas and our strategic agenda

Building and maintaining networks
Visiting and organizing events
Active profiling of the cities

Project development Influencing policy

Demand-driven signaling of European
Demand-driven monitoring of calls for EU projects developments / policy opportunities

Helping cities form consortia Forming international coalitions to achieve
influence
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Our playing field in the
Netherlands
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PPO Hebben jullie nog voorbeelden voor industrie?
Pieter Plantinga; 2025-12-01712:53:12.871



Erasmus+

Enriching lives, opening minds.

Our playing field in Brussels

European

Network of T
Living Labs Circular ko
‘(O ’, Bio-based o
Europe European
Joint Undertaking Commission
i — European Committee
lean Hydrogen of the Regions
Partnership
| P——=
EU /f’"'";,::%:\*s\\ \
I (¢ vA\N\
Institutions ( ~=
<
u! -
ACR+ Europees Parlement

International
EU offices

STAVANGER
REGION
EUROCPEAN
OFFICE

@ energchties ng..Lnls. : - Council of the
l, WHERE ACTION & VISION MEET European Union
E B E E Southee

E R R I European Regions Freistaat g Eert;etung - Denmark
Research and Innovation Network et es Freistaats Thiiringen
ThU” ng@n ke bei der Europdischen Union (E)l.;;?g;eaﬂ
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Project development: From strategy to project NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
Leeuwarden
Groningen
Assen
Emmen
°)OJECT PORTFOLIO
ROADMAP

STRATEGY
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Project development: Where we assist NORTHERN
NETHERLANDS
Leeuwarden
Build partnership & design project i:t::;ngen
approach Draft EU application Eiiinai

Individual European agenda Develop project workplan &
| implementation framework

Finalize, finetune & submit

Translate project idea into
EU application format

Match project idea & EU programme
requirements

Develop project budget
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Groene

a3 @EUCF

Mak]_'ng European City Facility S U RF LO G H trar_1$itie - ULED!
Cil'}" SMART « URBAN + FREIGHT + LOGISTICS » HUBS klimaat
i adaptatie &
interrag [N ooty . urban

mobility

Groene transitie
— bouw
omgeving

y= Europese

projecten

GEMEENTE GRONINGEN

Gezondheid
stransitie —

REVIVE( il | Groene

transitie —

waterstof/
HyTr E 8 mobiliteit
ey .
Hyrfmgen Transport Eoonomy a Creative

Europe

for fihe Morth Sea Aegion

interreg H !"t

North-West Europe
LUErTAD HEAVENNM

Digitalisatie
Wikerrey
Korth Sea Region

Bt s Vs whagemes P LT AR L (e}
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PPO Hier maak ik graag met iemand een mooie overzichtsslide van. Van projecten van alle steden
Pieter Plantinga; 2025-12-10T14:55:18.529



Influencing policy: Mapping the EU

e European Council:

o Determines the general direction of the
EU

o 27 Heads of Government / Heads of
State
e European Commission:
o  Submits bills
o 27 Commissioners
e European Parliament:
o Votes on proposals on behalf of
European citizens
o 720 MEPs
e Council of the EU:
o  Votes on proposals on behalf of Member
States
o 27 Ministers
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Policy influencing: Strength in numbers

e C(Cities Northern Netherlands is looking for
coalitions with other cities, regions and
networks

e Common interests are translated into:

o Position papers
o One-pagers
o Joined events

e In this way, we strengthen our position vis-

a-vis the Commission and Parliament
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Beleidsbeinvloeding: Voorbeelden

EU Cities Mission

Affordable Housing

Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF)

(Green) Hydrogen

European
Missions

€Kl
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Questions?

Pieter Faber:
Angele Liaigre:
Ingeborg Bennink:

p.faber@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

a.liaigre@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

I.bennink@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu




